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Picks & Prizes! 

Children can “forget” their 
school work and sense of 
responsibility over the 
summer months due to lack 
of practice. 

Picks & Prizes can help your 

child continue to practice while 

having fun at the same time! 

An idea for learning and 
chores that keeps kids in 
pract ice al l  summer long  
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Picks & Prizes works 
because kids love surprises!  
They are used to schedules 
and routines during the 
school year, and Picks & 
Prizes sets a daily routine 
that kids will want to do.  
Staying in practice with their 
learning and chores all 
summer long will help them 
understand that learning and 
responsibilities never end.  It 
feels good to be smart, and it 
feels good to be a responsible 
member of the family.     

 
 

Once the 
Picks & Prizes! 

are done, it’s time for 
relaxed summertime fun! 



 

Picks & Prizes 
 

SUGGESTIONS 

 
 Limit the learning tasks to 20 

minutes, but check to make sure 
the work done with high quality. 

 Include “summer journal writing” 

as a learning task.  Your family can 
treasure the journal for years to 

come.  You can write in it, too!  
Kids should write as many 

sentences as they are old. 

 Be sure to include websites that 

help the kids practice typing and 
vocabulary skills. 

 Include in the prize jar:  “No chore 

today!”  “No learning task today!”  
“Trade one for your favorite!”   

 Take the kids to the dollar store at 

the beginning of the summer and 

create a prize basket.  Make, 
“Choose from the prize basket,” 

one of the prizes. 
 Buy some favorite ice cream 

novelties and keep them separate 

for prizes. 
 Some chores and learning must be 

done every day like making the 

bed and reading a chapter in a 

book.  These can be separate from 
picks and prizes if you like.  Do 
what works best for your family! 

THEN, talk with your kids about 

prizes they can earn each day like video game 

time, ice cream or trinkets from the dollar 

store.  List them here: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GATHER 3 BOWLS OR JARS 

Label one jar, “Chores.”  Label another jar, 

“Learning Tasks,” and label the last, 

“Prizes.”  Write the items on strips of 

paper and place in each jar. 

GET PICKING! 

First thing each morning, have your child 

pick one paper from each jar.  Once the 

chore and learning are done, the prize can 

be enjoyed! 

SET-UP 

FIRST, talk with your 

kids about chores that need to be 

done around the house.  List them 

here: 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT, go through those “end 

of the year” backpacks and pull out any 

useable materials like flashcards, 

workbooks that still have clean pages, 

writing journals that have blank pages at 

the end, etc.  Include a favorite 

“learning” website or two.  List learning 

tasks here: 
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